tached to it vary widely. Psychological theories tend to emphasiz portance of internal family processes and parental child-rearing in shaping the personality and subsequent behavior of children, i delinquency. Sociological theories, on the other hand, emphasizi of the family as a mediating variable linking the child and the lar; structures and cultural patterns, and as a transmitter of the social status and life chances to the child.
SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES AND EMPIRICAL FINDINGS
Sociological theories tend to focus on delinquency and youth cri ticularly that of lower-class gang youths, rather than adult crim the social structural variables that shape motivation and behavk theories treat the family principally as a transmitter of cultural ai attitudes, values, and behaviors and a determiner of social st; chances, and the immediate community in which the family res Rodman and Grams 1967).
Cultural deviance theory, for example, views delinquent behav expression of conformity to cultural values at odds with those of t community. Its emphasis on neighborhood disorganization sug tervention concentrated on the community and youth group, sinci are viewed as being relatively helpless to control or assist their ch the face of poverty and social disorganization. Strain theory h< strain results for many lower-class youths from the disjunction achievement goals and the limited means to achieve them. Lo^ parents transmit their aspirations to their children, but fail to them with the ability to compete successfully. Consequently, mai cbss youths tend to identify with delinquent peers.
In an empirical test of a number of theoretical propositions dra these theories and an intervention strategy focused on the pee Empey and Lubeck (1971) found, almost by accident, that the p tion of parents in weekly family groups operating on the same basis as peer groups had a salutary effect for a number of the yout conclude that "too little systematic attention to family linkage have been the major omission in the design of the study" (Err Lubeck 1971, p. 182) and suggest that the first order of busine tervening with chronic midadolescent delinquents should be to li more effectively with the family and school.ires communication among the various offices in an agency and efforts of top level administrators to facilitate continuity and progression of programs from research through action.
